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1I_1 . (C)  AFRICOM  Commander  General  William  Ward  met  Egyptian 
Chief  of  Staff  LTG  Sami  Enan  and  Assistant  Minister  of 
Defense  MG  Mohamed  El-Assar  on  at  the  Ministry  of  Defense  on 
February  17.  During  the  hour-long  meeting,  which  included 
DASD  Whelan,  OMC  Chief,  and  ECPO  minister  counselor,  GEN  Ward 
explained  that  AFRICOM  was  still  in  the  process  of  standing 
up,  and  his  visit  was  designed  to  consult  early  with  close 
friends  for  advice  on  the  best  way  forward  for  the  new 
command . 

V2 . (C)  GEN  Ward  said  that  Egypt  played  a unique  role, 
bridging  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  It  was  not  DoD 1 s 
intent  to  in  any  way  disrupt  Egypt's  key  relationship  with 
USCENTCOM.  AFRICOM 's  intent  was  to  work  with  Egypt  strictly 
on  matters  pertaining  to  Africa.  GEN  Ward  explained  that  his 
vision  is  to  work  together  with  African  nations  like  Egypt  to 
promote  peace  and  stability  on  the  continent.  AFRICOM  will 
take  a long  term  approach.  Achieving  its  goals  will  not 
happen  overnight.  But  working  together  with  African  nations, 
AFRICOM  can  help  achieve  stability. 

11_3 . (C)  Anan  said  Egypt  supported  such  an  approach.  It  was 
very  important  for  the  U.S.  not  to  act  as  a "policeman."  GEN 
Ward  agreed;  "We  will  only  work  with  countries  that  ask  for 
our  help."  Anan  said  that  Egypt  will  use  its  excellent 
relations  with  African  nations  and  the  United  States  to 
support  AFRICOM,  "as  long  as  the  United  States  pursues 
stability."  GEN  Ward  stressed  that  AFRICOM  would  operate  on 
the  basis  of  dialogue  and  consultation,  and  would  act  to 
support  indigenous  efforts,  not  take  them  over. 

11_4 . (C)  In  a subsequent  meeting,  MG  El-Assar  noted  that  it 
would  be  a mistake  to  see  Egypt  merely  as  a Middle  Eastern 
nation  — belonging  only  to  USCENTCOM  --  and  it  was  important 
to  see  Egypt  as  African,  as  well.  GEN  Ward  agreed, 
re-emphasizing  at  the  same  time  the  importance  of  maintaining 
Egypt's  crucial  relationship  with  USCENTCOM.  Nonetheless,  in 
its  dealings  with  other  African  nations,  GEN  Ward  expressed 
AFRICOM' s hope  that  Egypt  will  play  a leadership  role,  as  it 
does  in  the  Middle  East.  DASD  Whelan  added  that  emphasizing 
Egypt's  African  identity  could  also  help  expand  the  audience 
of  interested  parties  on  Capitol  Hill,  which  could  help  as 
Egypt  seeks  to  improve  its  image  there.  MG  El-Assar  agreed, 
adding  that  recent  congressional  action  to  condition 
assistance  to  Egypt  was  "hurtful." 

11_5 . (U)  This  message  was  not  cleared  by  AFRICOM. 
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